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Chapter where honours are still awarded as to the wisdom of
XIX.    ,,            -,
___    the procedure.
There is no restriction to any one form of honour.
Peerages and baronetcies are unquestionably undesir-
able in view of the clear sentiment of the Dominions
that, even assuming that merit should be rewarded in
life in this manner, perpetuation is undesirable. Mr.
Bruce as Prime Minister of the Commonwealth re-
ceived the C.H., but this is nearly isolated. Formally
the various ranks of the Order of St. Michael and St.
George (Knight Grand Cross, Knight Commander, and
Companion) are awarded, but the different ranks of the
Bath may be given, not to mention the less distinguished
Order of the British Empire and the Imperial Service
Order. Knighthood is considered appropriate to judges.
The Victorian Order, unlike these other orders, is a
matter in which the King acts on his personal discre-
tion, and he may award it for some service in regard to
the Dominions which he considers sufficiently personal
to deserve recognition. In other cases the award is
made on the submission of the appropriate minister,
the Prime Minister, or, in the case of the St. Michael
and St. George, the Dominions Secretary. Honours for
persons of Dominion origin but serving in the British
defence forces may be accorded on the recommenda-
tion of the appropriate department, and are not ex-
cluded even as regards Canadians or South Africans,
nor are honours barred in the case of persons connected
with the Dominions but ordinarily resident in the
United Kingdom, but in such cases services should be
rendered in matters not concerning the Dominions.
The rule is neatly expressed in Article 5 of the Irish
Constitution: "No title of honour in respect of any